[image: ]The Orchard Community Centre
Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

                                                         Chair: Cllr Andrew Chan         Vice-Chair: Cllr Aleksandra Mecan



Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 9 September 2026 at 19:00 

Present: Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Mecan, Cllr Chowdhury, Cllr Din, Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Kopanou, Cllr Oboloje, Cllr Spehner, Cllr Sebastian
Also present: County Cllr Ros Hathorn
Also present: District Cllrs Martin Cahn, Rix and Sebastian
In attendance: Victoria McNeill (Clerk), Hayley Waters (General Manager)
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	Welcome
The Chair of the Community Council welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies.

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Cllr Chan declared an interest in relation to Agenda item 26/75, as a neighbour of the planning applicant. 
Cllrs Hmeljak and Mecan declared an interest in Agenda item 26/77(v), as residents of Cranesbill Close. Cllr Din declared an interest in Agenda item 26/77(vi), as the organiser of the Over-55’s get-togethers.

Public Participation Session
No members of the public were in attendance.  
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Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Din, seconded by Cllr Mecan and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8 July 2026 be approved and signed


Reports from the County and District Councils

County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She highlighted that:
 - local government reorganisation for Cambridgeshire had been paused for the time being and it was likely that County Council elections would now take place as originally scheduled in May 2027;
- she had a meeting with the Tree Officer scheduled for next week; 
- it was hoped that the 20mph scheme for Orchard Park might finally go ahead before the end of 2026;
- an amount of £12,000 was available from the County’s Historic Buildings fund, which could be used to restore the resin bocks housing archaeological finds in the Community centre and/or some artwork or history lessons with the primary school;
- discussions had taken place with the Community Energy Team as to whether there might be an opportunity, once the decarbonisation measures had been put in place, to sell any excess electricity to a local customer, where the customer would benefit from cheaper electricity and the Council would get a better return that it would from the Grid.

District Cllr Rixon presented the report of the District Council’s activities. He highlighted that the bin store problems at Engledow Drive had been sorted out, thanks to Cllr Sebastian’s efforts, and reiterated that local government reorganisation had also been paused for the District Council
 

Planning and Highway Matters

i) The Clerk updated Councillors that the HMO planning application at 40 Topper Street had been granted despite the Community Council’s objections. District Cllr Rixon explained that the Council’s objections did not satisfy the 5 criteria applied by the planning authority. The Clerk asked Cllr Rixon if it would be possible to have a copy of the 5 criteria, to assist the Council’s understanding.

ii) The Councillors considered the indemnity agreement, required by the District Council in order to release the S106 funds in relation to Scholars View. 
Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Hmeljak seconded and it was unanimously agreed to execute the Indemnity Agreement.


Finance Matters 

1. Councillors discussed the list of items proposed for the Digital Hubs Grant.
Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the list of items and authorise the Clerk to submit it to the Digital Hubs grants team for approval.

1. Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to pay the back-pay due to staff, following national settlement of local government salary scales for 2026/27, through the September payroll.

1. Cllr Spehner proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the bank reconciliations for June and July 2026 which were duly signed by Cllr Sebastian.

1. Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.


Council Administration Matters

i) The Clerk updated councillors on arrangements for the Community Diwali event due to be held on 1 November 2026. It was being organised by local resident Ms Mithu Chopra and Cllrs Sebastian, Chowdhury, Hmeljak, Spehner and Mecan all volunteered their assistance.
ii) Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded, and it was unanimously agreed to encourage and fund eye tests for staff who were regular screen users.
iii) Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it was unanimously approved that the revised Code of Conduct be adopted. Cllr Mecan asked the Clerk to review all the Council’s published policies to ensure consistency of style and accessibility.
iv) Councillors discussed the issues that had been highlighted by Circus Drive residents about regular use at night of a bench in a dark area of Circus Drive Gardens for drinking or possibly drug-taking gatherings. The area was unlit and the residents were disturbed by the noise, the littering and felt unsafe walking through the Gardens. Possible solutions might be relocating the bench to a less hidden area and/or improving the lighting. Cllr Sebastian would discuss options with the residents and bring their views back to the Council.
v) Councillors discussed the dead trees around Cranesbill Close and asked the Clerk to apply to the District Council’s 6 free trees scheme with a view to replacing the trees, and to obtain the necessary watering bags and stakes for the trees. It was suggested that the Council has a planting event for the trees and that households might want to adopt a tree, to look after it.
vi) Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Spehner seconded and it was unanimously agreed to waive the hire fees for the monthly Over-55’s Get-Togethers as these were events open to all over-55’s in the Orchard Park community and therefore of general community benefit.
vii) Cllr Mecan proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to ask the owners of Myanmar Express and Orchard Park Coffee to provide written proposals in relation to the extensions being sought to their Licence Agreements for consideration at the next Council Meeting.
viii) Councillors considered the cost of digging a tree pit for the Christmas tree that that the Council purchases annually for the Christmas Lights Switch-on and the recommendation to accept Bradgate’s quote. Councillors discussed  alternatives such as renting a tree or planting a permanent tree.
Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Hmeljak seconded and it was unanimously agreed to ask the Clerk to look at the costs of renting or buying a tree but if neither of those options were available, or they were less cost-effective than our current annual purchase of a tree, then to accept Bradgate’s quote and proceed with the work.



Clerk’s Report

Councillors noted the Clerk’s report. The Clerk was asked to put copies of the Newsletter on the noticeboards and, in the Autumn newsletter, to invite residents to make contributions.

Date of Next Meeting: 14 October 2026

Meeting closed at 21:05




Signature: 

Date: 






INVOICES

Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	31/7/26
	James Todd & Co
	95839
	Payroll
	68.98
	13.80
	82.78

	15/5/26
	Huttie
	140894
	Plumbing call-out
	269.00
	53.80
	322.80

	13/7/26
	“      “
	142327
	New pressurisation unit
	2255.44
	451.09
	2706.53

	22/7/26
	Grace Solutions
	45562
	Landline repair
	17.00
	2.40
	19.40

	29/7/26
	“      “
	45569
	Laptop parts
	326.94
	65.39
	392.33

	30/7/26
	“      “
	455570
	Laptop repair
	127.42
	25.48
	152.90

	31/7/26
	“      “
	45593
	Telephone charges
	1.11
	0.22
	1.33

	31/7/26
	“      “
	45619
	Ad hoc labour July
	576.55
	115.31
	691.86

	1/8/26
	“      “
	45797
	Recurring charges July
	328.00
	65.61
	393.61

	14/8/26
	“      “
	45864
	Annual Firewall renewal
	953.27
	190.66
	1143.93

	3/8/26
	Technical surfaces
	004411
	Astro bi-monthly maint.
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	20/7/26
	Bradgate
	4204
	Grounds maintenance
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	20/8/26
	“      “
	4306
	“       “
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	24/7/26
	Konica Minolta
	1208736403
	Printing and copying charges 25/4-24/7  
	99.48
	19.90
	119.38

	21/7/26
	“      “
	1208696798
	Printer/copier hire 25/4-24/7
	167.31
	33.46
	200.77

	28/7/26
	Briar Security
	353340
	Replace emergency glass
	150.70
	30.14
	180.84

	6/8/26
	“      “
	353510
	Annual alarm maint. contracts
	1155.00
	231.00
	1386.00

	8/7/26
	SCDC
	80103513
	Election admin expenses
	135.00
	0.00
	135.00

	11/5/26
	Keep Britain Tidy
	6626
	Dog poo fairy campaign
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00

	31/7/26
	Rethink Buildings
	0131
	Decarb Proposals – first 50%
	4700.00
	940.00
	5640.00

	10/6/26
	Source for Business
	7094504950
	POS 2 water charges
	67.15
	0.00
	67.15

	21/7/26
	Edge & Cut gardening
	211
	Cricket square groundworks
	1283.00
	0.00
	1283.00

	19/7/26
	RC Groundwork
	0002
	Paving repairs POS2 and bench fixings Topper St
	1180.00
	236.00
	1416.00

	16/6/26
	Wave
	16695880
	Waste water sports pavilion Dec 25 - June 26
	136.68
	0.00
	136.68

	23/7/26
	Equiptest
	28848
	Repairs to Lightning Rods
	1584.80
	316.96
	1901.76

	17/8/26
	Halls
	78147
	Window lock repairs
	96.84
	19.73
	118.37

	11/8/26
	Net World sports
	PSI14827383
	Cricket nets
	1242.03
	248.41
	1490.44




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for July 2026 £7849.04 after deduction of tax and NI 
Payment to HMRC for July 2026 £3438.62
Salaries for August 2026 £7792.75 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for August 2026 £3451.63
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