[image: ]The Orchard Community Centre
Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

                                                         Chair: Cllr Andrew Chan         Vice-Chair: Cllr Aleksandra Mecan



Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 8 July 2026 at 19:00 

Present: Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Mecan, Cllr Din, Cllr Kopanou, Cllr Spehner, Cllr Sebastian
Also present: County Cllr Ros Hathorn
Also present: District Cllr Martin Cahn
In attendance: Victoria McNeill (Clerk), Hayley Waters (General Manager)
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	Welcome
The Chair of the Community Council welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Hmeljak and District Cllr Rixon had sent apologies owing to prior commitments. 

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Cllr Spehner drew the Council’s attention to a conflict of interest in relation to agenda item 26/65(ii). He had been part of a group of residents campaigning to prevent the removal of the Robinia trees on Graham Road and had obtained a dispensation to speak on the matter should he choose to do so.

Public Participation Session
Ms Chanchai Chaisuwan attended the meeting to explain that when the Council granted her a licence to erect a gazebo on Unwin Square, she had said that she was a resident of Orchard Park. Ms Chaisuwan explained that this was a misunderstanding and actually she lived on Lauriston Place, just outside the Orchard Park estate. She wanted to ask the Council if they would consider a waiver of the residency requirement in the criteria for considering applications to trade. See decision at Minute 26/67(i).  
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Decarbonisation and Energy Efficiency
Mr Josh Bird of Rethink Buildings Ltd, commissioned to conduct a decarbonisation and energy efficiency project in relation to the Council’s buildings, attended the meeting to present his initial findings and recommendations. His report had been circulated to all Councillors 10 days prior to the meeting. He concluded that the key opportunity at the Community Centre was to remove fossil fuel heating entirely from the Community Centre by introducing air to air heat pumps (similar to those in the large and small halls) in the rest of building for heating and cooling; adding heat recovery ventilation to the WC’s; and disabling the heater batteries. Further exploration of the addition of PV panels to the ‘canopy’ area on the outside of the Community Centre, and rainwater harvesting tanks at both buildings, was ongoing. In relation to the Sports Pavilion he understood that there was an ongoing project to reconfigure the Sports Pavilion. Once the reconfiguration plan was firmed up, he would be recommending the installation of PV panels on the roof of the building and/or on the storage shed with a small battery storage system and either direct electric heating throughout or an air to water heat pump with radiators.
Councillors thanked Mr Bird for a very comprehensive report and asked a range of questions. Cllr Mecan proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to request the Clerk to proceed with applying to South Cambs District Council for a Zero Carbon Communities grant in relation to Rethink’s initial recommendations for the Community Centre; to ask Rethink to present firmer proposals for the Sports Pavilion once details of the reconfiguration of the space had been agreed; and to await further information on the installation of rainwater harvesting tanks at both buildings and PV panels at the Community Centre.


Co-option of a new Councillor

Ms Shipa Chowdhury attended the meeting and confirmed she would like to be co-opted to the Community Council. 
It was proposed by Cllr Sebastian, seconded by Cllr Spehner and resolved by unanimous vote to co-opt Ms Chowdhury to the Council. The Clerk would contact Ms Chowdhury with details of training and completion of the Register of Interests form.

Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Din, seconded by Cllr Kopanou and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17 June 2026 be approved and signed. Cllr Kopanou asked that the contractor be guided that new bench for the Topper Street should go inside the entrance to the football field and Cllr Chan reminded the meeting that the approved plans for the Aparthotel development involved the surrender of some of the land on the northern end of the football field.

Reports from the County and District Councils
County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She highlighted the that an announcement on local government reorganisation for Cambridgeshire was expected the following week; the Orchard Park section of the guided busway would not now be fenced and she had asked for a community meeting to discuss this; she would flag up our proposals for decarbonisation with the community energy team. Cllr Hathorn felt a holistic approach, looking at energy opportunities, alongside footway, tree and EVC considerations, would be beneficial.

District Cllr Cahn presented the report of the District Council’s activities. He highlighted the upcoming pre-application meeting in respect of the Darwin Green Country Park and encouraged Councillors to feed in their ideas. Cllr Sebastian, in his District Councillor role, highlighted ongoing discussions about a community warden scheme for Orchard Park. The options were to engage directly with Age UK or join the scheme of another parish council. Councillors raised questions about the need for such a scheme given the relatively young demographic of Orchard Park’s residents. Cllr Sebastian pointed out that issues loneliness and social isolation did not reside with older people alone but that he was going to assess the appetite for such a scheme in Orchard Park.
 

Planning and Highway Matters

i) The Clerk updated Councillors on the progress of the Vertex Living student accommodation on the land to the West of Neal Drive. The accommodation would be completed by the end of July with first occupation anticipated for September, when the S106 monies become payable to the Council. Councillors asked the Clerk to check that the landscaping for the site would not cause the sort of tree problems we had been experiencing elsewhere in Orchard Park.

ii) The Chair updated Councillors on the meeting held with County Council’s tree officer, highways project manager and some residents, which took place immediately before this meeting. The County Council had invested in new tree management software and the tree officer was going to carry out a full tree survey in Orchard Park over the next few months. The problem London Planes on the estate had been crowned and canopied, and other trees on Topper St/Graham Rd had also been crowned and canopied, tree pits removed, and top soil put around them, which would be underplanted with wild flowers. The tree officer mentioned a scheme run by the County Council to train volunteers to work on County Council-owned highway.

Cllr Kopanou proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the County Council’s proposal to carry out the tree survey and to ask the Clerk to write to the tree officer to confirm the outcome of the meeting and asking her to bring back her tree survey findings to the Council once completed.


Finance Matters 

1. Councillors approved the bank reconciliation for May 2026 which was signed by Cllr Sebastian.

1. Cllr Spehner proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.


Council Administration Matters

i) Cllr Kopanou proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve Ms Chaisuwan’s request for a licence to trade on Unwin Square.
ii) The Clerk reported to Councillors that South Cambs DC no longer provided community skips to parish councils and that the cost for a large item skip was around £600 per day and the skip would need to be monitored. Councillors decided not to proceed with a community waste event for the time being, unless a more cost-effective opportunity arose.
iii) Cllr Din proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded, and it was unanimously agreed to hold a Macmillan cake sale on the afternoon of Friday 25 September 2026. The Clerk would ask the scout groups if they would like to help out and Councillors would let the Clerk know if they were available to help on that afternoon.
iv) Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Spehner seconded and it was unanimously approved that the Council looked into holding a Diwali event and identified a member of the Orchard Park community to take the lead in organising it.

Clerk’s Report

Councillors noted the Clerk’s report. The Clerk was asked to bring initial options for the reconfiguration of the Sports Pavilion to the September meeting. To replace the volunteer at playgroup who was leaving, it was suggested that there may be NCA students willing to volunteer or volunteers from the Meadows Community Centre.

Date of Next Meeting:  9 September 2026

Meeting closed at 21:15




Signature: 

Date: 






















INVOICES

Date              Supplier                      invoice no.      Goods/Services             Net            VAT         Gross  

	30/6/26
	James Todd & Co
	94538
	Payroll
	68.98
	13.80
	82.78

	9/4/26
	Huttie
	140493
	Plumbing
	175.00
	35.00
	210.00

	26/6/26
	“      “
	142054
	Toilet repairs
	386.00
	77.20
	463.20

	30/6/26
	Grace Solutions
	45303
	Ad hoc labour
	64.61
	12.92
	77.53

	15/6/26
	Technical surfaces
	003165
	Astro surface service
	1686.13
	337.23
	2023.36

	20/6/26
	Bradgate
	4088
	Grounds maintenance
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	2/6/26
	Yara Face & Body Art
	000094
	Fiesta face painting 
	420.00
	0.00
	420.00

	28/5/26
	CAPALC
	6228
	Internal audit
	190.77
	0.00
	190.77

	1/6/26
	St Ives Bouncy Castle
	1315
	Fiesta inflatables
	695.00
	0.00
	695.00




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for June 2026 £7916.61 after deduction of tax and NI 
Payment to HMRC for June 2026 £3468.87
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