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CB4 2EZ

Chair: Cllr Andrew Chan    Vice-Chair: Cllr Aleksandra Mecan





AGENDA


Notice of Meeting:	Full Council Meeting
Time:	7:00 pm
Date:	9 September 2026 
Venue:	Orchard Park Sports Pavilion, Ring Fort Road, Cambridge CB4 2GW



To All Members of the Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the Full Council Meeting of Orchard Park Community Council for the purpose of transacting the business as set out below.  
In order to reduce the length of meetings, it would be appreciated if you would contact the Clerk prior to the meeting if you have any queries or need further information.
Any Member who is unable to attend the meeting should send their apologies before the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public, including the press. The Members must meet in person. If any members of the public would prefer to attend remotely rather than in person please contact the Clerk on clerk@orchardpark.gov.uk and a link will be set up and details provided.VMcNeill


Victoria McNeill
Clerk
4 September 2026


	26/69
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council

	26/70
	Apologies for Absence

	26/71
	Councillors’ Declarations of Interest

· To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
· For declarations of interest received, Councillors to inform the Chair if they wish to speak on the matter during public participation and/or at the agenda item prior to discussion.
· To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
· To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

	26/72
	Public Participation Session (10min)

· Open Forum to provide an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions for future agendas or on items that are on the current agenda.
· To allow any members of the public and Councillors declaring an interest to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted at that meeting.
· At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. The public session limited to 3 minutes per person, 10 minutes in total.

	26/73
	Approval of Minutes

To approve the minutes from the Council Meeting held on 8 July 2026 (circulated).
Matters to report from previous meetings.


	26/74
	Reports of the County Councillor and the District Councillors.



	26/75
	Planning and Highways Matters

i) Notwithstanding the Community Council’s objections, and a request for the application to be considered by the Planning Committee, the application to increase 40 Topper Street from a 6 to 8 bed HMO, with a rear extension, was approved on 8 August. Occupation may not commence until a management plan, covering management of the facility, refuse, parking and behaviour, has been agreed with the planning authority. The Decision Notice can be seen via the link below:
                      https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/25/05010/FUL
ii) The development to the west of Neal Drive now known as Scholars’ View, has been completed. The planning authority is ready to release the Sports Space Contribution of £73,895.63 and the indoor Community Contribution of £33,548.64 upon completion of an Indemnity Agreement (circulated).
Councillors to consider, approve and two Councillors to sign the Indemnity Agreement.



	26/76
	Finance Matters

i) The Council has been awarded £4,200 under the Digital Hubs Grant Scheme from Cambridgeshire County Council. The funds can be used towards digital devices which may be of use to, or for the benefit of, residents. The items the Council is looking to purchase with the funds are a laptop and 3 tablets (probably refurbished), a 98in fixed screen for the Community Centre, a stand-alone sound system, and the necessary accessories and installation works. As at the date of publication of this Agenda, the Clerk is still gathering prices for submission to the grant funders.
Councillors to consider and approve the list of items in relation to which the funding is proposed to be used.
ii) The local government pay settlement for 2026/27 has now been published. Salaries have been increased by 3.3% effective from 1 April 2026. Staff will therefore be entitled to back-pay on salaries paid from 1 April to 31 August 2026.
Councillors to consider and approve the payment of the back-pay due to staff with the September payroll.
iii) Councillors to consider and approve the Bank Reconciliations for June and July 2026.
iv) Councillors to consider and approve the payment of invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.

	26/77
	Council Administration Matters

i) One of our residents, Mithu Chopra, who has previously worked with Cllr Hansraj organising the Diwali entertainments, has agreed to organise this year’s Diwali event. It will take place on the afternoon of 1 November 2026. Ms Chopra will organise the dance, henna painting, food and crafts and would much appreciate help from Councillors.
ii) Under employment law, an employer is required, if requested, to fund an eye test for employees who are regular users of display screen equipment. The Council has three employees who regularly use computers/laptops.
Councillors to consider and agree to actively encourage regular users to take eyesight tests and to fund those tests where they are not provided for free.
iii) The Council’s Code of Conduct is not based on the latest model version from the Local Government Association. The Clerk has drafted the Code of Conduct 2026 (circulated) based on the latest model version. The standards of conduct have not changed but the latest model more clearly defines conduct requirements and what is meant by ‘interests’. There is also an updated form of the Register of Interests which follows this model. This updated form will be circulated to all Councillors for completion shortly.
Councillors to consider and agree to adopt the Code of Conduct 2026.
iv) A number of residents have raised issues about the nuisance caused by late night drinkers in Circus Drive Gardens. Their main concerns centre around noise, safety and refuse. The drinkers congregate in an unlit area of the gardens. Cllr Sebastian has asked if the Council can discuss any potential solutions, such as additional lighting and cctv.
v) Some of the trees planted on Cranesbill Close have died and Cllr Mecan has asked if the Council can consider planting replacement trees.
Councillors to consider and agree to purchase and plant additional trees and decide how many trees the Council wishes to purchase.
vi) Cllr Din and residents have started up a social group for over-55’s, hosted at the Community Centre. The group has been convened by the South Asian community but is open to all residents of Orchard Park. They are currently being charged for hire of the space at the charity/not-for-profit rate but Cllr Din has asked if, in view of the community benefit, the Council might consider reducing or waiving the fee, currently £42.40 for a 2 hour booking of the large hall and kitchen.
Councillors to consider Cllr Din’s request and agree whether it is willing to reduce or waive the hire charge for this community event
vii) In recent months both food outlets on Unwin Square have extended their offers to serve breakfasts, burgers and loaded fries. These food items were not considered under either the Licence Agreement with Levi Martin, which envisaged coffee, snacks and pastries, nor the Licence Agreement with Cho Cho Titmuss, which envisaged the sale of Burmese food.
Councillors to consider what action it would like to take in relation to the unauthorised extension of the food offer from both Licensees.
viii) We have been gathering quotes for a tree pit and socket for the Christmas tree. We have 3 quotes (circulated) and we are recommending using our grounds maintenance providers Bradgate to do the work.
Councillors to consider and agree upon a contractor to carry out the works.


	26/78
	Clerk’s Report
Councillors to note the contents of the Clerk’s report (circulated).



Date of Next Meeting: 14 October 2026.
Dates of remaining Council Meetings in financial year 2026/27:  14 October, 11 November, 9 December 2026 and 13 January, 10 February and 10 March 2027.
Dates of upcoming events in financial year 2026/27: Macmillan cake sale 5.30-7.00pm 25 September 2026; Halloween 31 October 2026; Diwali 1 November 2026; Chinese New Year tbc February 2027; Easter Egg Hunt 27 March 2027.




INVOICES
Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	31/7/26
	James Todd & Co
	95839
	Payroll
	68.98
	13.80
	82.78

	15/5/26
	Huttie
	140894
	Plumbing call-out
	269.00
	53.80
	322.80

	13/7/26
	“      “
	142327
	New pressurisation unit
	2255.44
	451.09
	2706.53

	22/7/26
	Grace Solutions
	45562
	Landline repair
	17.00
	2.40
	19.40

	29/7/26
	“      “
	45569
	Laptop parts
	326.94
	65.39
	392.33

	30/7/26
	“      “
	455570
	Laptop repair
	127.42
	25.48
	152.90

	31/7/26
	“      “
	45593
	Telephone charges
	1.11
	0.22
	1.33

	31/7/26
	“      “
	45619
	Ad hoc labour July
	576.55
	115.31
	691.86

	1/8/26
	“      “
	45797
	Recurring charges July
	328.00
	65.61
	393.61

	14/8/26
	“      “
	45864
	Annual Firewall renewal
	953.27
	190.66
	1143.93

	3/8/26
	Technical surfaces
	004411
	Astro bi-monthly maint.
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	20/7/26
	Bradgate
	4204
	Grounds maintenance
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	20/8/26
	“      “
	4306
	“       “
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	24/7/26
	Konica Minolta
	1208736403
	Printing and copying charges 25/4-24/7  
	99.48
	19.90
	119.38

	21/7/26
	“      “
	1208696798
	Printer/copier hire 25/4-24/7
	167.31
	33.46
	200.77

	28/7/26
	Briar Security
	353340
	Replace emergency glass
	150.70
	30.14
	180.84

	6/8/26
	“      “
	353510
	Annual alarm maint. contracts
	1155.00
	231.00
	1386.00

	8/7/26
	SCDC
	80103513
	Election admin expenses
	135.00
	0.00
	135.00

	11/5/26
	Keep Britain Tidy
	6626
	Dog poo fairy campaign
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00

	31/7/26
	Rethink Buildings
	0131
	Decarb Proposals – first 50%
	4700.00
	940.00
	5640.00

	10/6/26
	Source for Business
	7094504950
	POS 2 water charges
	67.15
	0.00
	67.15

	21/7/26
	Edge & Cut gardening
	211
	Cricket square groundworks
	1283.00
	0.00
	1283.00

	19/7/26
	RC Groundwork
	0002
	Paving repairs POS2 and bench fixings Topper St
	1180.00
	236.00
	1416.00

	16/6/26
	Wave
	16695880
	Waste water sports pavilion Dec 25 - June 26
	136.68
	0.00
	136.68

	23/7/26
	Equiptest
	28848
	Repairs to Lightning Rods
	1584.80
	316.96
	1901.76

	17/8/26
	Halls
	78147
	Window lock repairs
	96.84
	19.73
	118.37

	11/8/26
	Net World sports
	PSI14827383
	Cricket nets
	1242.03
	248.41
	1490.44




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for July 2026 £7849.04 after deduction of tax and NI 
Payment to HMRC for July 2026 £3438.62
Salaries for August 2026 £7792.75 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for August 2026 £3451.63
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