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Chair: Cllr Andrew Chan    Vice-Chair: Cllr Aleksandra Mecan





AGENDA


Notice of Meeting:	Full Council Meeting
Time:	7:00 pm
Date:	8 July 2026 
Venue:	Orchard Park Sports Pavilion, Ring Fort Road, Cambridge CB4 2GW



To All Members of the Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the Full Council Meeting of Orchard Park Community Council for the purpose of transacting the business as set out below.  
In order to reduce the length of meetings, it would be appreciated if you would contact the Clerk prior to the meeting if you have any queries or need further information.
Any Member who is unable to attend the meeting should send their apologies before the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public, including the press. The Members must meet in person. If any members of the public would prefer to attend remotely rather than in person please contact the Clerk on clerk@orchardpark.gov.uk and a link will be set up and details provided.VMcNeill


Victoria McNeill
Clerk
3 July 2026


	26/57
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council. 

	26/58
	Apologies for Absence

	26/59
	Councillors’ Declarations of Interest

· To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
· For declarations of interest received, Councillors to inform the Chair if they wish to speak on the matter during public participation and/or at the agenda item prior to discussion.
· To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
· To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

	26/60
	Public Participation Session (10min)

· Open Forum to provide an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions for future agendas or on items that are on the current agenda.
· To allow any members of the public and Councillors declaring an interest to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted at that meeting.
· At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. The public session limited to 3 minutes per person, 10 minutes in total.

	26/61
	Decarbonisation and Energy Efficiency
The Council commissioned Rethink Buildings to review the Council’s buildings with a view to maximising the opportunities for decarbonisation and energy efficiency. Rethink Buildings has now produced a report (circulated) and Josh Bird of Rethink Buildings will attend the meeting to present the report and answer questions.
Councillors to consider and comment on the report, explore which actions to take to improve decarbonisation and energy efficiency and whether to apply for South Cambs District Council’s Zero Carbon Communities grant to help cover some of the costs.


	26/62
	Co-option of a new Councillor

One vacancy remains on the Community Council. The Council has publicised the vacancy at the Annual Community Meeting and through its published Agenda and Minutes. An Orchard Park resident, Ms Shipa Chowdhury, has put her name forward for co-option. There are no further applicants. Ms Shipa meets the requirements for becoming a Councillor, has attended some Council meetings and assisted at community events. 
Councillors to consider and agree the co-option of Ms Ships Chowdhury to the Community Council.


	26/63
	Approval of Minutes

To approve the minutes from the Council Meeting held on 17 June 2026 (circulated).
Matters to report from previous meetings.


	26/64
	Reports of the County Councillor and the District Councillors.



	26/65
	Planning and Highways Matters
i) The development of student accommodation on the land to the West of Neal Drive, application S/4243/19/FL, is close to completion. It will be known as Scholar’s View and Cammaro, the developer, is advising it will be ready for occupation from September 2026. The Clerk has contacted the planning authority to ascertain when the S106 Agreement contribution is likely to be available. The S106 Agreement provides for £64,440.48 (plus indexation from March 2023) to be paid before occupation, which may be used to improve the existing sports facilities at Ring Fort Road and/or Topper Street recreation areas and £29,256 (plus indexation) to help fund the provision, maintenance, improvements, or alterations to the community centre.

ii) The County Council had proposed, as part of the highway improvement work on Graham Road and elsewhere in Orchard Park, to remove at their own cost the trees whose roots were damaging the footways and replace them with new trees which would not create the same problems with erupting roots. Some of the residents of Graham Road/Marmalade Lane have objected to the removal of the established trees. A meeting between the County Council, Community Councillors and the objectors has been convened to look at options to try to resolve the issues.
The Chair to update Councillors on the outcome of that meeting and seek the preferences of the Councillors in relation to dealing with trees across the Orchard Park estate, to inform the Community Council’s response to the County Council.



	26/66
	Finance Matters

i) Councillors to consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation for May 2026.

ii) Councillors to consider and approve the payment of invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.

	26/67
	Council Administration Matters
i) At the Council Meeting on 17 June 2026 the Council agreed to grant a licence to Ms Chanchai Chaisuwan to have a gazebo on the grass area at Unwin Square, 4 days per week, to promote her service and provide pre-booked and walk-in massage services. In subsequent discussions with the Clerk it emerged that Ms Chaisuwan actually lives just outside the Orchard Park boundary, although she had not realised that when Councillors asked if she was resident in Orchard Park. Being a resident of Orchard Park is one of the criteria for granting a licence to trade.
Councillors to reconsider Ms Chaisuwan’s request in the light of the new information and decide whether it wishes to waive the residency criteria and grant a licence.

ii) One of the Councillors has suggested that the Council makes available a community skip to permit residents, and the Council itself, to dispose of bulky waste. The daily cost of hiring a large (40 yard) skip is around £600 plus VAT. The skip could be placed outside the Community Centre, available for one morning (probably a Saturday for residents’ convenience), and supervised by a member of staff to ensure that only permitted items are placed in the skip. South Cambs District Council no longer provides this service
Councillors to consider the cost, location and timing of a community skip and decide whether to proceed.

iii) In September 2025 Cllr Din arranged a fund-raising Coffee Morning for Macmillan. We have been contacted by Macmillan to ask if we want to host a similar event in September 2026.
Councillors to consider and agree whether and when they wish to hold a Macmillan Coffee Morning in September and which Councillors could commit to leading/supporting such an event.

iv) In previous years Cllr Sunita Hansraj has organised a Diwali event. This year Diwali falls on Sunday 8 November 2026.
Councillors to consider and agree if the Council wishes to hold a Diwali event in November 2026 and which Councillors would lead on the organisation of a Diwali event.


	26/68
	Clerk’s Report
Councillors to note the contents of the Clerk’s report



Date of Next Meeting: 9 September 2026.
Dates of remaining Council Meetings for financial year 2026/27:  9 September, 14 October, 11 November, 9 December 2026 and 13 January, 10 February and 10 March 2027.
Dates of upcoming events in financial year 2026/27: Summer Fiesta 4 July 2026 11.30-3.00, Community Centre




INVOICES
Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	30/6/26
	James Todd & Co
	94538
	Payroll
	68.98
	13.80
	82.78

	9/4/26
	Huttie
	140493
	Plumbing
	175.00
	35.00
	210.00

	26/6/26
	“      “
	142054
	Toilet repairs
	386.00
	77.20
	463.20

	30/6/26
	Grace Solutions
	45303
	Ad hoc labour
	64.61
	12.92
	77.53

	15/6/26
	Technical surfaces
	003165
	Astro surface service
	1686.13
	337.23
	2023.36

	20/6/26
	Bradgate
	4088
	Grounds maintenance
	1785.00
	357.00
	2142.00

	2/6/26
	Yara Face & Body Art
	000094
	Fiesta face painting 
	420.00
	0.00
	420.00

	28/5/26
	CAPALC
	6228
	Internal audit
	190.77
	0.00
	190.77

	1/6/26
	St Ives Bouncy Castle
	1315
	Fiesta inflatables
	695.00
	0.00
	695.00




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for June 2026 £7916.61 after deduction of tax and NI 
Payment to HMRC for June 2026 £3468.87
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