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Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan	Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje



Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 11 March 2026 at 19:00 

Attendees:  Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Kopanou, Cllr Sebastian, Cllr Mekan 
County Cllr Ros Hathorn
District Cllrs Martin Cahn, Sunita Hansraj and James Rixon
Clerk: Victoria McNeill


	26/12
	
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Chair welcomed new staff members Marlon Taylor and Jaina George, who introduced themselves to the Councillors, and Yasmin Tyler, youth worker, who updated Councillors on youth work being carried out at Orchard Park over the previous 6 months. Councillors thanked the staff and Ms Tyler for their work. 

	26/13


26/14


26/15
	
	Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Din and Spehner (work commitments).

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

Public Participation Session
No members of the public attended the meeting.
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	Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Sebastian, seconded by Cllr Hmeljak and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council of 15 January 2026 be approved and signed. 

Reports from the County and District Councils

County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She highlighted progress being made on the issue of unadopted roads. With the help of Highways officer Shane Luck, there were ongoing conversations in relation to Cranesbill Close and Ring Fort Road. However, with Stanley Avenue and Iceni Way, the original developers Wilmott Dixon had sold on to Places for People and it was proving difficult to find anyone at Places for People to pick up the baton. 

Cllr Hathorn also highlighted the Cambridge Growth Company consultation, due to close on 1 April. She thought it would be an opportunity for the Community Council to express the need for investment in infrastructure in the areas on the edge of the City  - particularly, roads, public transport and schools – to support the growth of Greater Cambridgeshire as a whole. There was a risk that the lack of focus on the fringes of Cambridge would have a negative impact on the development corporation’s aspirations. It was agreed the Clerk would pick up the main challenges for Orchard Park, including HMO’s, transport links, unadopted roads, barriers to place-building etc. and draft a response for Councillors to approve.

The County Councillor, District Councillors and Community Councillors also discussed the introduction of yellow lines at Unwin Square and Spindle Close, for which partial funding had been received via the County Council’s Local Highways Improvement grant. The Highways officer had made it clear that the Council needed to assure itself that there was broad support for the initiative and the Clerk had drafted a letter for residents. The issue of preventing HGV’s and coaches parking on the Orchard Park estate was also discussed and it was agreed that approaches to prevention would be discussed with Highways.

In the District Councillors’ report the following were highlighted – the problems with damp at the City Council’s L2 development; the launch of the new climate and nature strategy; and the Darwin Green development and whether the Community Council had any views on what might enhance the new development, such as a city farm. The issue of providing cricket nets was also discussed. The Clerk said she was applying to Sport England for a grant now that the South Cambs Community Chest grant funding was no longer available to Councils of our size. County Cllr Hathorn also said she would get in touch with Histon Cricket Club, where some of the Orchard Park young people play, to see if they might be willing to apply to the Community Chest, to have ‘satellite’ practice nets at Orchard Park.


Planning and Highway Matters

i) Councillors noted that we were still waiting for dates from Highways for the for the resurfacing of the damaged footways at Circus Drive, Topper Street, Graham Road and Starr End.

ii) Councillors noted that the application to expand the size of the HMO at 40 Topper Street was still to be determined.

iii) County Cllr Hathorn was still waiting to hear back from developers about the status of the unadopted roads. It was suggested that residents could be consulted about adoption of unadopted roads at the annual community meeting in May.

Finance Matters 

1. Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed to appoint an auditor from CAPALC to carry out the governance audit.

1. Councillors noted the actions required to comply with the new Assertion 10 of the AGAR 2025/26.
Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it unanimously agreed to approve the Data Protection and Security of Information Policy and the IT policy.

1. Cllr Mecan proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the quote and work required for the Ring Fort Road play park.

1. Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the commissioning of the lightning rod inspections.

1. Councillors noted the updated asset Register for 2026.

1. The Bank reconciliations for December 2025 and January 2026 were approved and signed by Cllr Kopanou.

1. Cllr Sebastian proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.

Council Administration Matters

1. Councillors noted the timeframe for submission of nomination forms for the upcoming council elections on 7 May 2026.

1. Cllr Sebastian proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to increase the number of Council meeting in 2026/27 and that the meeting dates for 2026/27 would be those set out in the Agenda.

1. Councillors discussed the future of the shower and changing room area at the Sports Pavilion and asked the General Manager to contact builders to look at possibilities and ball park costings for the space, exploring whether it might be converted to one larger or two smaller meeting spaces.

1. Councillors discussed the pro’s and con’s of commissioning extensions to the height of the Astro fencing. In view of the high cost and logistical issues, Councillors asked that the situation be monitored and, if problems continued, the matter be brought back to a subsequent meeting.


1. Cllr Mecan proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the purchase of additional louvres for the Large and Small Hall blinds.

1. Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Hmeljak seconded and it was unanimously agreed to carry out a community litter pick over the weekend of 26/27 April and that Cllr Sebastian would promote this though his Facebook litter picking group.




Clerk’s Report

The Clerk highlighted the following: the upcoming events for which Councillor support would be needed; the planting of the Covid 19 memorial tree; and again reminded Councillors who had not yet done so to provide short biographies for the new website.

Date of Next Meeting: 15 April 2026

Meeting Closed at 22.00.

Signature: 

Date: 





INVOICES

Date         Company           Invoice No.         Details                                         Net              Vat            Total

	1/2/26
	SLCC
	257260-1
	Professional Assoc’n
	316.00
	0.00
	316.00

	13/1/26
	Briar Security
	350033
	Astro fob reader replacement
	476.40
	95.28
	571.68

	23/12/25
	James Todd & Co
	88685
	Payroll
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	30/1/26
	“     “
	89656
	“     “
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	27/2/26
	“     “
	90910
	“     “
	75.60
	15.12
	90.72

	31/12/25
	Huttie
	138036
	Leak -plant room
	149.00
	29.80
	178.80

	31/12/25
	Grace Solutions
	43392
	Ad hoc labour-Dec
	55.59
	11.12
	66.71

	31/1/26
	 “    “
	43862
	Ad hoc labour-Jan
	171.62
	34.33
	205.95

	1/2/26
	“     “
	43798
	Monthly charges - Jan
	307.12
	61.43
	368.55

	28/2/26
	“     “
	43964
	Ad hoc labour - Feb
	52.15
	10.44
	62.59

	1/3/26
	“     “
	44119
	Monthly charges - Feb
	307.13
	61.43
	368.56

	13/2/2026
	Chubb
	11336290
	Fire Risk Assessment
	542.45
	108.49
	650.94

	20/1/26
	Bradgate
	3558
	Grounds maintenance
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00

	20/2/26
	“    “
	3646
	“       “
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00

	23/1/26
	CCL Supplies
	213057
	Cleaning supplies
	107.13
	21.43
	128.56

	20/1/26
	Scribe
	15307
	Accounts and booking system annual renewal
	1173.60
	234.72
	1408.32

	9/1/26
	Kompan
	266452
	Play park equip repairs
	1927.01
	385.40
	2312.41

	20/1/26
	Konica Minolta
	1206842378
	Printer/photocopier hire
	167.31
	33.46
	200.77

	22/1/26
	“    “
	1206860210
	Copying and printing
	49.92
	9.98
	59.90

	29/1/26
	J B Pest Control
	088406
	Pest control
	260.00
	0.00
	260.00

	20/2/26
	High Speed Training
	2749951
	Staff training courses
	340.20
	68.04
	408.24

	12/2/26
	Technical surfaces
	000403
	Astro maintenance
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	24/2/26
	Team Medic
	10013
	First Aid - Fiesta
	376.00
	75.20
	451.20

	26/2/26
	Halls of Cambridge
	76145
	Sports door handles replacement
	197.24
	39.45
	236.69




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for January 2026 £7342.09 after deduction of tax and NI 
Salaries for February 2026 £8078.61 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for January 2026 £2984.77
Payment to HMRC for February 2026 £3287.21
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