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Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan	Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 14 January 2026 at 19:00 

Attendees:  Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Oboloje, Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Din, Cllr Spehner, Cllr Sebastian, Cllr Mekan (following co-option)
County Cllr Ros Hathorn
District Cllrs Martin Cahn, Sunita Hansraj and James Rixon
Clerk: Victoria McNeill


	26/01
	
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

	26/02


26/03




26/04


26/05
	
	Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Kopanou (illness).

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Cllr Chan, Chair of the Council, declared an interest in relation to Agenda item 26/08, as a neighbour of the property for which planning permission is being sought. He stated that he would hand over to the Vice-Chair for that item and would not be commenting on the application.

Public Participation Session
No members of the public attended the meeting.

Co-option of a new Councillor
Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to co-opt Ms Aleksandra Mecan to the Council with immediate effect. 
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	Approval of Minutes
It was proposed by Cllr Oboloje, seconded by Cllr Sebastian and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council of 12 November 2025 be approved and signed. 

Reports from the County and District Councils

County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She reminded the Council to report, and encourage residents to report, areas where street sweeping was needed, faults with streetlamps and damaged roads and footways. Work on the Busway fencing was scheduled to take place in the Spring.

District Cllr Rixon presented the report of the District Council’s activities. He highlighted the free trees offer from the District Council and the opportunity to comment on the draft Local Plan up to 30 January. In particular, given the Council’s previous comments on the increasing number of HMO’s in Orchard Park and how that added to vehicle numbers and detract from community building, District Cllr Cahn the Council might want to comment on limiting the number of HMO’s. 


Planning and Highway Matters

i) Councillors discussed the award of the LHI bid and the need for the Council to ensure continuing resident support for the proposals for yellow lines before commencing the Traffic Regulation Order process. 
Councillors asked the Clerk to draft a letter to residents of Unwin Square and Spindle Close to canvas views.

ii) Councillors noted that the Clerk had submitted an initial proposal for the LHI 2026/27 round of bidding, for better signage and markings on Unwin Square to reinforce its one-way status.

iii) The Vice-chair, Cllr Oboloje, took the chair for this item as Cllr Chan had declared an interest. Councillors considered the planning application to change the use of 40 topper Street from a 6 bed to an 8 bed HMO. Their concerns included the absence of parking spaces, the position of the property in a dense residential area on an unsafe corner, and the design which did not appear to meet the planning authority’s standards.
Councillor Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Spehner seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should write to the planning authority to object to the application and ask for the application to be escalated to the Planning Committee in the event that officers were minded to approve it.
*Cllr Oboloje then left the meeting and Cllr Chan took back the chair.

iv) Councillors discussed the importance of an Orchard Park East bus stop to link to Cambridge North station and to serve as an interchange for other bus routes. 
Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Hmeljak seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would send a letter to the Greater Cambridge Partnership to support the inclusion of an Orchard Park East bus stop as part of the Waterbeach busway project.

Finance Matters 

1. Councillors noted that Rethink Buildings had been appointed to put together the plan for carbon reduction and energy efficiency at the Council’s buildings.

1. Cllr Mecan proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve a total budget of £278,210.00 for 2026/27, to include a precept of £100,460.00.


1. Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Spehner seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the Hire Terms and Conditions for financial year 2026/27.

1. Cllr Spehner proposed, Cllr Din seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the bank reconciliations for October and November 2025.

1. Cllr Hmeljak proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve payment of the invoices which are itemised at the foot of these Minutes. 

Council Administration Matters

1. Councillors discussed the issues with the showers at the Sports Pavilion which were underutilised and very costly to maintain. Councillors agreed that some of them would arrange a visit with the General Manager to consider next steps, for discussion at the next Council meeting.

1. Cllr Din proposed, Cllr Sebastian seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the meeting dates for 2026/27 be as set out in the Agenda.

1. Cllr Din proposed, Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to permit the General Manager to extend their Leadership and Management Diploma by 12 months and for the Council to meet the additional cost.

1. As council elections were now all taking place across the country, this agenda item concerning the possible cancellation of the 7 May 2026 elections was no longer of relevance.

1. In relation to the small strip of land between the Premier Inn and the car park for the sports Pavilion, Councillors agreed that they would take a look at the area in daylight before coming to any conclusions.

1. Cllr Din proposed and Cllr Mecan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to stage the Play Park refurbishments over 3-4 years, beginning with Central Avenue Play Park.

Clerk’s Report

The Clerk reminded Councillors who had not yet done so to provide short biographies for the new website.

Date of Next Meeting: 11 March 2026

Meeting Closed at 22.10.

Signature: 
Date: 

INVOICES
Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	14/11/25
	CCL Supplies
	210882
	Cleaning Supplies
	12.96
	2.59
	15.55

	4/9/25
	Briar Security
	347335
	Call out for mag lock
	97.45
	19.49
	116.94

	28/11/25
	James Todd & Co
	87212
	Payroll
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	24/11/25
	Source for Business
	6092209333
	Water Comm Centre
	269.41
	0.00
	269.41

	“    “
	“    “
	6092209360
	Water Pos 7
	49.13
	0.00
	49.13

	“    “
	“    “
	6092204247
	Water Pos 2
	61.10
	0.00
	61.10

	“    “ 
	“    “
	6092209480
	Water Pos 1
	48.85
	0.00
	48.85

	“    “
	“    “
	6092204210
	Water Sports Pav
	338.85
	67.77
	406.62

	“    “
	“    “
	6092209370
	Water Pos 6
	65.47
	0.00
	65.47

	28/10/25
	Huang Photography
	2025A26
	Photography
	375.00
	0.00
	375.00

	7/11/25
	“    “
	2025A33
	“    “
	375.00
	0.00
	375.00

	1/12/25
	Huttie
	136725
	Plumbing
	191.72
	38.34
	230.06

	19/11/25
	Grace Solutions
	43025
	New laptop
	907.79
	181.55
	1089.34

	30/11/25
	 “    “
	43096
	Ad hoc labour
	13.07
	2.62
	15.69

	“    “
	“     “
	43116
	Telephone charges
	0.43
	0.09
	0.52

	“    “
	“     “
	43267
	Monthly recurring
	307.12
	61.43
	368.55

	5/12/25
	Technical surfaces
	97679
	Astro maintenance
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	1/12/25
	R H Chapman
	1428
	Christmas tree
	329.17
	65.83
	395.00

	6/11/25
	Chubb
	11198500
	Fire Ext maintenance
	121.05
	24.21
	145.26

	20/12/25
	Bradgate
	3498
	Grounds maintenance
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00





Salaries for November 2025 £7790.80 after deduction of tax and NI 
Salaries for December 2025 £7501.66 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for November 2025 £2838.21
Payment to HMRC for December 2025 £2628.12
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