[image: ]The Orchard Community Centre
Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan	Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 10 September 2025 at 19:00 

Attendees:  Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Oboloje, Cllr Hathorn, Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Kopanou, Cllr Din (following co-option), Cllr Spehner (following co-option)
District Cllrs Martin Cahn and James Rixon
Clerk: Victoria McNeill
General Manager: Hayley Waters
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	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
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	Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Hansraj (out of the country)

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
There were no interests declared.

Public Participation Session
One member of the public attended the meeting.

Co-option of two new Councillors

Cllr Oboloje proposed, Cllr Hmeljak seconded and it was unanimously agreed to co-opt Ms Saima Din and Mr Vincent Spehner to the Council with immediate effect. Ms Din and Mr Spehner signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office and delivered their Registers of Interests to the Clerk.
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	Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Hathorn, seconded by Cllr Oboloje and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council of 9 July 2025 be approved and signed. 


Reports from the County and District Councils
County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She highlighted her meeting with the Chief Constable for Cambridgeshire who acknowledged the problems in the locality over the Summer and reassured her that Orchard Park and Histon and Impington more broadly were now very much on the Police’s radar. Cllr Hathorn updated Community Councillors on the continuing problems with aggression and bike theft on Mere Way and explained that measures to restrict entry to Mere Way were being considered by the County Council. She also reported back that there would be a public meeting to consider additional fencing on the Busway but she wasn’t aware of objections from Orchard Park residents.

Cllr James Rixon presented the report from the District Council. He highlighted meetings with the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Neighbourhood Policing Teams over the Summer and the pending consultation on the new SCDC Climate and Nature Strategy.

Planning and Highway Matters

At its meeting on 14 May 2025 the Councillors agreed, following consultation with residents, to install 4 Padel courts to replace the tennis courts at Orchard Park and selected Padel United UK as its preferred supplier to deliver the proposal. Following that meeting, Padel UK submitted a planning application to South Cambs District Council, as planning authority for Orchard Park. On 3 September the planning authority asked Padel United UK to consider submitting a revised planning application for 3 Padel courts and 1 tennis court and to submit more supporting documentation. 
Councillors considered the possibility of authorising Padel UK to submit a revised proposal to deliver 3 Padel courts and leave 1 tennis court in situ. Cllr Din proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to authorise Padel UK to submit a revised planning application on this basis.

*Councillors to note that following this meeting and submission of further information and revised plans, the planning authority decided to accept the original proposal for 4 Padel courts so no further application was submitted. Planning permission was granted on 20 October 2025.

Finance Matters 


1. Councillors considered the proposal from Rethink Buildings in relation to a decarbonisation/energy efficiency plan for the Council’s buildings. The Clerk would forward the proposal to Cllr Spehner who had recent experience of considering such proposals in relation to the Marmalade Lane co-housing community. The Council would reconsider the proposal at its next meeting.
1. Following issue of the Local Government Services pay agreement for financial year 2025/26, Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve payment of back-pay due to staff and make payment through September’s payroll.
1. In relation to the proposal from young residents to have cricket practice nets at Orchard Park, Cllr Din suggested that a grant application might be stronger and show more commitment from the young people if the young people were asked to fund-raise to support a proportion of the overall cost. Cllr Din proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed to authorise the Clerk to apply for grant funding, request the young people involved to try to raise funds towards the cost and put up to £1000 of the Council’s S106 funds towards the project.
1. Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed to move the bench situated at the exterior of the football field at Topper Street to the interior edge of the football field.
1. Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the bank reconciliation for June 2025. The reconciliation for July 2025 would be submitted to the next Council meeting.
1. Cllr Kopanou proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve payment of the invoices which are itemised at the foot of these Minutes.

Council Administration Matters

1. Danielle Simmonds and Dominic Meylan Stevenson from preferred supplier Playdale presented the updated proposals for upgrading the three play parks at Orchard Park. Councillors considered the proposal from Aubergine Ltd to design, build and maintain a new website for the Council.
Councillors made the following comments on the proposals:
a) Could a ‘role play’ piece of equipment be included, like the current shop frontage at the Central Ave play park? Playdale took this idea away to refine the proposal.
b) Would the stainless steel frames get too hot? Playdale explained that the equipment would be placed carefully to avoid overheating and south-facing positions would be avoided.
c) Councillors approved the chosen green colour as the predominant colour, with splashes of natural colours.
d) Councillors preferred the ‘snake’ option over the zip wire but Cllr Din asked that we check with the primary school that this was not an existing piece of equipment at the school.
e) Cllr Oboloje asked if any injuries had arisen as a result of manufacturer’s error and Playdale responded that they had not.

Playdale suggested that Councillors would be welcome to visit, with children/grandchildren/young relatives, one of Playdale’s nearby play parks such as St Neots or Biggleswade. 

The Chair thanked Playdale for the presentation and looked forward to the finalised proposals.

1. The Chair welcomed Ms Chanchai Chaisuwan to the meeting. Ms Chaisuwan presented her request to operate her Chai Thai massage and reflexology business from a gazebo on Unwin Square.
Councillors proposed that it would be better suited to be operated from one of the Council’s indoor spaces such as the meeting room at the Community Centre. Ms Chaisuwan was introduced to the General Manager who agreed to organise a viewing of the Council’s facilities.
1. In relation to the discussion of unadopted roads, a separate meeting to discuss Orchard Park’s unadopted roads would be arranged with the Clerk, Cllr Hathorn, Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Chan, District Cllr Hansraj and any other Councillors with an interest in the issue.



Clerk’s Report
Councillors noted the Clerk’s Report.

Date of Next Meeting: 12 November 2025

Meeting Closed at 21.45.



Signature: 

Date: 



































Invoices

[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Date         Company                Invoice No.          Details                                    Net              Vat    Total

7/8/25    Chubb                   11072707         Fire Extinguisher maint.                121.05       24.21      145.26
20/7/25  Bradgate                       3045         Grounds maintenance                 1665.00    333.00    1998.00
20/8/25   “      “                             3154            “                “                                  1665.00   333.00    1998.00
12/8/25   Huttie                        133641          RPZ call-out                                    129.00     25.80      154.80
18/8/25    “    “                           133731         RPZ replacement                         3860.00   772.00    4632.00
26/8/25   Technical Surfaces    95507          Astro maintenance                       400.00      80.00      480.00
15/8/25   Grace Solutions         42096          Firewall renewal                           806.99    161.40      968.39
31/7/25     “       “                          41721         IT support                                      325.94     65.19       391.13
“   “             “       “                           41694        Telephone charges                           1.18       0.24            1.42
1/8/25       “       “                           42030        Hosting and renewals                   275.36    55.08        330.44
31/7/25    James Todd                  83167        Payroll                                               63.00    12.60          75.60
29/8/25     “      “                            84277          “     “                                                 63.00    12.60          75.60
23/7/25   Konica Minolta  1205089752        Printer/copier                                  70.83    14.17          85.00
16/6/25    Wave                      15198906        Waste water                                     45.21      0.00          45.21
15/7/25    ESPO                         7778501         Stationery                                        42.40       8.48         50.88
1/8/25      Briar Security             346686        Alarm maint.                               1068.00   213.60     1281.60
15/7/25    Capalc                             5474         Internal Audit                               180.80        0.00       180.80
2/7/25      Kompan                      262740         Slide parts                                      975.94  195.18     1171.12
19/8/25    Aubergine                    14431         New website                                  499.00     99.80      598.80
13/8/25    Glasdon UK Ltd       3177599         3 new bins                                     765.39   153.08       918.47
13/8/25     Kinnerz Coaching 2025-011        Activity day                                     444.00       0.00       444.00
13/8/25     Romsey Mill                  4453        Youth work                                 14896.00      0.00   14896.00
20/8/25     Andrew Chan                                 Coffee w. Cop Exp                              5.60      0.00           5.60
20/8/25     Vincent Spehner                            Fiesta Exp                                          60.00      0.00         60.00         
20/8/25     Victoria McNeill                             Fiesta and Travel Exp                    329.40      0.00       329.40                        


Salaries for July 2025 £8185.05 after deduction of tax and NI
Salaries for August 2025 £8039.19 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for July 2025 £2695.18
Payment to HMRC for August 2025 £2669.17
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