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AGENDA


Notice of Meeting:	Full Council Meeting
Time:	7:00 pm
Date:	11 March 2026 
Venue:	Orchard Park Sports Centre, Ring Fort Road, Cambridge CB4 2GW

To All Members of the Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the Full Council Meeting of Orchard Park Community Council for the purpose of transacting the business as set out below.  
In order to reduce the length of meetings, it would be appreciated if you would contact the Clerk prior to the meeting if you have any queries or need further information.
Any Member who is unable to attend the meeting should send their apologies before the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public, including the press. The Members must meet in person. Anyone else wishing to join the meeting may do so in person. If any members of the public would prefer to attend remotely rather than in person please contact the clerk on clerk@orchardpark.gov.uk and a Zoom link will be set up and details provided.VMcNeill


Victoria McNeill
Clerk
6 March 2026


	26/12
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council.
The Chair to introduce new staff members, Marlon Taylor and Jaina George. Councillors to receive an update on youth work from Yasmin Tyler.


	26/13
	Apologies for Absence

	26/14
	Councillors’ Declarations of Interest

· To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
· For declarations of interest received, Councillors to inform the Chair if they wish to speak on the matter during public participation and/or at the agenda item prior to discussion.
· To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
· To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

	26/15
	Public Participation Session (10min)

· Open Forum to provide an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions for future agendas or on items that are on the current agenda.
· To allow any members of the public and Councillors declaring an interest to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted at that meeting.
· At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. The public session limited to 3 minutes per person, 10 minutes in total.

	26/16
	Approval of Minutes

To approve the minutes from the Council Meeting held on 14 January 2026 (circulated).
Matters to report from previous meeting.


	26/17
	Reports of the County Councillor and the District Councillors (circulated).



	26/18
	Planning and Highways Matters

i) A programme of work to level off and resurface the tree-damaged footways on Circus Drive, Topper Street, Graham Road and Starr End has been approved by the County Council’s Highways department. A start date for the work has not yet been confirmed but is likely to be in late March/early April, with a duration of around 2 months.

ii) The Council submitted objections to the HMO planning application https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/25/05010/FUL
This application has not yet been determined.

iii) County Councillor Ros Hathorn has written to Wilmott Dixon and Persimmon Homes, developers of parts of the Orchard Park estate, to pursue the issue of unadopted roads. County Council officers had been unsuccessful in getting responses from them but hopefully some political pressure will help us make progress.



	26/19
	Finance Matters

i) The Council needs to appoint an auditor to audit the governance aspects of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). This is distinct from the external audit of the accounts which is carried out for local councils by PKF Littlejohn. As in previous years, the Clerk has approached CAPALC (Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils) to check availability and provide a quote. CAPALC has quoted £40 per hour and the time taken is usually up to 5 plus some travel time. I would not anticipate the cost to exceed £300.
Councillors to approve the appointment of an auditor from CAPALC to carry out the governance audit.

ii) A new element has been added to the AGAR for 2025/26 known as Assertion 10. Assertion 10 is about demonstrating digital and data compliance. The auditor will be looking for:
· compliance with the data protection Act 2018 and GDPR, secure data handling (the Council has an existing Data Protection and information Security Policy, circulated) 
· digital governance i.e. that we have implemented an appropriate IT policy (draft IT policy circulated)
·  a gov.uk domain, which we already have
· a website which is accessible to the current standard WCAG 2.2AA, which our new website will be.
Councillors to review and approve the Data Protection and Security of Information Policy (circulated) and to consider and approve the IT policy (circulated). Councillors to note that all Councillors, regardless of preference, will be allocated an orchardpark.gov.uk email address through which all Orchard Park email correspondence will be transacted.


iii) While the Council is considering options for funding the refurbishment of the three Play Parks, urgent work is required to resurface parts of the Play Park on Ring Fort Road. The General Manager has again approached Redlynch, who provided the most competitive quote for similar, but more extensive, works at the Topper Street Play Park in 2025, to inspect and quote. Redlynch has quoted £7721.00 plus VAT to carry out the work. 
Councillors to approve the quote and authorise the work on the Ring Fort Road Play Park to go ahead.

iv) The Lightning Rods at the Community Centre and the Sports Pavilion are due for inspection. The General Manager obtained 4 quotes for the work. The cheapest quote was for £365 plus VAT per building, so £730 plus VAT in total, from Equiptest.
Councillors to consider and agree the quote and authorise the General Manager to commission the inspection.

v) In March 2025 a revaluation of our properties and facilities was carried out by the District Valuer. Councillors to note the updated Asset Register for 2026 (circulated)

vi) Councillors to consider and approve sign the Bank Reconciliations for December 2025 and January 2026.

vii) Councillors to consider and approve the payment of invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.

	
26/20
	
Council Administration Matters
i) Elections to local councils will take place on 7 May 2026.These elections are administered by South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) on the Community Council’s behalf. SCDC will publish notices of the upcoming election before 30 March 2026 and candidates will need to get their nomination forms completed and submitted between 30 March and 9 April. Forms must be be delivered by hand to SCDC’s offices and the Clerk or another trusted person can do this on behalf of the candidates. Here is a link to the guidance and forms:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england/how-use-guidance
Following closure of the nomination period, if there are fewer nominations than permitted seats on the Council (9 in this Council’s case) you will be elected unopposed. If there are more candidates than seats then elections will take place on 7 May.

ii) During the recent Councillor Training sessions, Councillors present suggested a preference for holding shorter, more frequent Council meetings during the year. It was felt this would promote more focused attention and discussion of agenda items.
Councillors to agree to hold a meeting every month (excluding August) from April 2026 onwards. The meeting dates for financial year 2026/27 to be 15 April, 13 May (Annual Meeting), 10 June, 15 July, 9 September, 14 October, 11 November, 9 December, 13 January, 10 February, 10 March.

iii) Councillors have been considering the best use of the showers and changing facilities at the Sports Pavilion as those facilities are very rarely used by customers and could provide additional income-generating meeting space for the Community Council.
Councillors to consider and agree next steps.

iv) The General Manager has for many months been exploring different options to prevent footballs being kicked into the orchard, the Padel courts and onto the Sports Pavilion roof from the Astro pitch, as well as to deter people climbing into the Astro. Companies approached to look at netting over/caging in the Astro have ruled out that approach because of the extent of the surface area. Heightening the existing metal mesh sides is prohibitively expensive. The only option on the table is to heighten the sides with the addition of netting to add an additional 3 metres, supported by posts sunk into the ground. This is also very costly, each length of the Astro costing around £8,500 plus VAT and each width around £6,000 plus VAT. Councillors need to be aware that balls can still be kicked into the orchard and the Padel courts from the recreation area.
Councillors to consider whether the benefit - preventing footballs from being kicked from the Astro into the orchard, the Padel courts and onto the roof of the Sports Pavilion - merits the cost.

v) Three years ago the Council agreed to have new louvre blinds hung in the Large and Small Halls. The mechanisms have held up well but over time the individual hanging louvres get damaged. We would like to place an order with Hillary’s Blinds, who fitted the blinds, for 200 replacement louvres. The cost of the replacements is £882 plus VAT and the order will leave us with around 60 spares which can be used as and when. 
Councillors to consider and approve the cost of the replacement louvres.

vi) Keep Britain Tidy are running the Great British Spring Clean from 13 to 29 March. The Clerk has registered the Council to carry out an Orchard Park litter pick during that period.
Councillors to consider and agree a date up to and including 29 March to carry out a community litter pick. The possible weekend dates during that period are 21, 22 March and 28, 29 March.



	

26/21
	
Clerk’s Report
Councillors to note the Clerk’s Report

	
	



Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 15 April 2026
Dates of upcoming community events for Councillors’ calendars:
- Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday 4 April 2026 10.30-12.00, Community Centre
- Eid celebration Saturday 11 April 2026, Community Centre
- Council Election day 7 May 2026 (nominations by 9 April), Community Centre
- Fiesta Saturday 4 July 2026, Community Centre



INVOICES
Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	1/2/26
	SLCC
	257260-1
	Professional Assoc’n
	316.00
	0.00
	316.00

	13/1/26
	Briar Security
	350033
	Astro fob reader replacement
	476.40
	95.28
	571.68

	23/12/25
	James Todd & Co
	88685
	Payroll
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	30/1/26
	“     “
	89656
	“     “
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	27/2/26
	“     “
	90910
	“     “
	75.60
	15.12
	90.72

	31/12/25
	Huttie
	138036
	Leak -plant room
	149.00
	29.80
	178.80

	31/12/25
	Grace Solutions
	43392
	Ad hoc labour-Dec
	55.59
	11.12
	66.71

	31/1/26
	 “    “
	43862
	Ad hoc labour-Jan
	171.62
	34.33
	205.95

	1/2/26
	“     “
	43798
	Monthly charges - Jan
	307.12
	61.43
	368.55

	28/2/26
	“     “
	43964
	Ad hoc labour - Feb
	52.15
	10.44
	62.59

	1/3/26
	“     “
	44119
	Monthly charges - Feb
	307.13
	61.43
	368.56

	13/2/2026
	Chubb
	11336290
	Fire Risk Assessment
	542.45
	108.49
	650.94

	20/1/26
	Bradgate
	3558
	Grounds maintenance
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00

	20/2/26
	“    “
	3646
	“       “
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00

	23/1/26
	CCL Supplies
	213057
	Cleaning supplies
	107.13
	21.43
	128.56

	20/1/26
	Scribe
	15307
	Accounts and booking system annual renewal
	1173.60
	234.72
	1408.32

	9/1/26
	Kompan
	266452
	Play park equip repairs
	1927.01
	385.40
	2312.41

	20/1/26
	Konica Minolta
	1206842378
	Printer/photocopier hire
	167.31
	33.46
	200.77

	22/1/26
	“    “
	1206860210
	Copying and printing
	49.92
	9.98
	59.90

	29/1/26
	J B Pest Control
	088406
	Pest control
	260.00
	0.00
	260.00

	20/2/26
	High Speed Training
	2749951
	Staff training courses
	340.20
	68.04
	408.24

	12/2/26
	Technical surfaces
	000403
	Astro maintenance
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	24/2/26
	Team Medic
	10013
	First Aid - Fiesta
	376.00
	75.20
	451.20

	26/2/26
	Halls of Cambridge
	76145
	Sports door handles replacement
	197.24
	39.45
	236.69




[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for January 2026 £7342.09 after deduction of tax and NI 
Salaries for February 2026 £8078.61 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for January 2026 £2984.77
Payment to HMRC for February 2026 £3287.21
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