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Orchard Park
Cambridge   
CB4 2EZ

Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan    Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje





AGENDA


Notice of Meeting:	Full Council Meeting
Time:	7:00 pm
Date:	14 January 2026 
Venue:	Orchard Park Sports Centre, Ring Fort Road, Cambridge CB4 2GW

Online via Zoom (for members of the public and the press who are unable to attend in person)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85286965953?pwd=U8Y2T8XK3NDvl4ONwbIABQGkKFBbyE.1

Meeting ID: 852 8696 5953
Passcode: 608172

To All Members of the Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the Full Council Meeting of Orchard Park Community Council for the purpose of transacting the business as set out below.  
In order to reduce the length of meetings, it would be appreciated if you would contact the Clerk prior to the meeting if you have any queries or need further information.
Any Member who is unable to attend the meeting should send their apologies before the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public, including the press. The Members must meet in person. Anyone else wishing to join the meeting may do so in person at the venue specified or via the zoom link above.VMcNeill


Victoria McNeill
Clerk
9 January 2026


	26/01
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council. 

	26/02
	Apologies for Absence

	26/03
	Councillors’ Declarations of Interest

· To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda
· For declarations of interest received, Councillors to inform the Chair if they wish to speak on the matter during public participation and/or at the agenda item prior to discussion.
· To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
· To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

	26/04
	Public Participation Session (10min)

· Open Forum to provide an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions for future agendas or on items that are on the current agenda.
· To allow any members of the public and Councillors declaring an interest to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted at that meeting.
· At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. The public session limited to 3 minutes per person, 10 minutes in total.

	26/05
	Co-option of a new Councillor

There is currently a vacancy on the Community Council. Elections for new Community Councillors are not due until May 2026. Following a campaign to recruit new Councillors, an Orchard Park resident, Ms Aleksandra Mecan, has come forward for co-option. Ms Mecan has attended a recent Council meeting and assisted at some of our community events and meets the requirements for becoming a Councillor.
Councillors to consider and agree the co-option of Ms Aleksandra Mecan to the Community Council.


	26/06
	Approval of Minutes

To approve the minutes from the Council Meeting held on 12 November 2025 (circulated).
Matters to report from previous meeting.


	26/07
	Reports of the County Councillor and the District Councillors (circulated).



	26/08
	Planning and Highways Matters

i) On 28 November the Clerk and County Councillor Ros Hathorn met with the Highways officer responsible for our successful Local Highways Improvement (LHI) bid. The officer confirmed that the Highways grant of up to £5000 is for putting in yellow lines and does not extend to other parking deterrents such as planters. The officer advised that the lead time for getting the necessary Traffic Regulation Order would be around 18 months. She also advised that the Community council should seek to ensure there were no objections from local residents in Unwin Square and Spindle Close. District Councillor Hansraj has kindly offered to check with the residents concerned.
ii) The Clerk has submitted an expression of interest for the LHI 2026/27 round of bidding, for a highways contribution to signage to ensure that Unwin Square is clearly marked as one way. County Councillor Ros Hathorn and District Councillor Sunita Hansraj are collating resident support.
iii) Planning permission is being sought from the District Council (the planning authority) for a change of use from a 6 bedroom HMO (house in multiple occupation) to a large 8 bedroom HMO with a single storey extension at 40 Topper Street. The Community Council has been consulted. The link to the application is:
25/05010/FUL | Change of use from 6bed HMO to large 8bed 8person HMO with a single storey rear extension. | 40 Topper Street Orchard Park Cambridgeshire CB4 2WL
Councillors to consider the proposal and decide whether to support or oppose the application or to remain neutral.

iv) Cllr Hathorn has been having regular meetings with the Greater Cambridge partnership (GCP) about the Waterbeach busway project.  Following feedback from conversations with both the Community Council and residents, she achieved project agreement to an ‘Orchard Park East’ bus stop as part of the Waterbeach busway project, offering Orchard Park residents a direct bus to Cambridge North as well as an interchange stop for the new and existing busways. However, at present there is a shortage of formal evidence for the stop which puts it at risk if the project needs to find savings.  The GCP say they have mailed Orchard Park residents to attempt to identify support but have not received much in response. 
Councillors to consider whether they wish to write to the GCP to support the proposed new Orchard Park East bus stop and gather residents’ views via a community event.




	26/09
	Finance Matters

i) Following the Council Meeting on 12 November 2025 the Clerk circulated to all Councillors the response of Rethink Buildings to additional questions in relation to the project to produce a plan for carbon reduction and energy efficiency. Councillors then agreed to appoint Rethink Buildings to take the project forward. The Clerk has informed rethink Buildings as well as the unsuccessful bidder.

ii) Councillors to consider and approve the draft budget 2026/27 (circulated) and approve the precept request for £100,460, an increase of £5,125 from 2025/26’s request.

iii) Councillors to consider and approve the Terms and Conditions including the Booking Rates applicable from 1 April 2026.

iv) Councillors to consider and approve, and the Chair to sign, the Bank Reconciliations for October and November 2025.

v) Councillors to consider and approve the payment of invoices listed at the foot of the Agenda.

	
26/10
	
Council Administration Matters
i) Councillors to consider the report on the current problems with the hot water and showers at the Sports Pavilion (circulated).
Councillors to consider and approve the quote for isolating the showers and removing the dead leg pipework and to determine whether to remove the showers altogether.
ii) Councillors to consider and approve the dates for Council Meetings for financial year 2026/27 being 13 May 2026 (Annual Council Meeting and Annual Community Meeting), 10 June 2026 (AGAR meeting), 8 July 2026, 9 September 2026, 11 November 2026, 13 January 2027, 10 March 2027. The calendar of events for 2026 was circulated at the previous meeting.

iii) The General Manager has been working towards a Diploma in Leadership and Management over the past two years. She has made good progress, regularly assessed by the Clerk, but needs a further 12 months to complete the assignments. The additional cost, payable to Learn Direct, is £1600. This will be repayable by the General Manager if she leaves the Community Council within the next three years. Councillors to consider and agree the 12 month extension and the additional fee.

iv) As a result of the current round of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), pursuant to which the Cambridgeshire area may be divided into one of more unitary authorities, the South Cambs District Council elections in May 2026 may not go ahead. As the Community Council elections are administered by, and held in conjunction with, the District Council elections, it is possible that the Community Council elections scheduled for May 2026 may also be postponed. If that is the case all Councillors, elected or co-opted, will continue in post until the rescheduled elections take place.

v) The Community Council owns a small strip of land that separates the roundabout at the far end of Ring Fort Road, by the Premier Inn, and the car parking adjacent to the sports pavilion. Someone (not a resident as far as we are aware) has complained to the County Councillor that vehicles are using this strip as a parking area, turning the green space in to a ‘muddy puddle’. We have often seen Highways vehicles parked here when work is taking place on the A14. It might be possible to plant trees or place boulders on this area to prevent such activity. A site visit would be advisable to see the referenced green space. Councillors to consider whether they wish to take any action to prevent parking on this green space and, if so, consider what action can or should be taken.

vi) Councillors to consider and agree staging the replacement of the refurbishment of the 3 play parks over a 3-4 year period, starting with the Central Avenue play park (see Clerk’s Report item 3 for detail) and approve the interim patching and infilling of the surface at the Topper Street play park which would be likely to cost around £20,000.


	

25/75
	
Clerk’s Report
Councillors to note the Clerk’s Report




Date of Next Meeting : 11 March 2026.
Dates of remaining Meetings for financial year 2025/26: 11 March 2026. 
Dates of upcoming events in financial year 2025/26: Chinese New Year (date tbd); Eid event (tbd).




INVOICES
Date         Company           Invoice No.     Details                                              Net              Vat            Total
	14/11/25
	CCL Supplies
	210882
	Cleaning Supplies
	12.96
	2.59
	15.55

	4/9/25
	Briar Security
	347335
	Call out for mag lock
	97.45
	19.49
	116.94

	28/11/25
	James Todd & Co
	87212
	Payroll
	63.00
	12.60
	75.60

	24/11/25
	Source for Business
	6092209333
	Water Comm Centre
	269.41
	0.00
	269.41

	“    “
	“    “
	6092209360
	Water Pos 7
	49.13
	0.00
	49.13

	“    “
	“    “
	6092204247
	Water Pos 2
	61.10
	0.00
	61.10

	“    “ 
	“    “
	6092209480
	Water Pos 1
	48.85
	0.00
	48.85

	“    “
	“    “
	6092204210
	Water Sports Pav
	338.85
	67.77
	406.62

	“    “
	“    “
	6092209370
	Water Pos 6
	65.47
	0.00
	65.47

	28/10/25
	Huang Photography
	2025A26
	Photography
	375.00
	0.00
	375.00

	7/11/25
	“    “
	2025A33
	“    “
	375.00
	0.00
	375.00

	1/12/25
	Huttie
	136725
	Plumbing
	191.72
	38.34
	230.06

	19/11/25
	Grace Solutions
	43025
	New laptop
	907.79
	181.55
	1089.34

	30/11/25
	 “    “
	43096
	Ad hoc labour
	13.07
	2.62
	15.69

	“    “
	“     “
	43116
	Telephone charges
	0.43
	0.09
	0.52

	“    “
	“     “
	43267
	Monthly recurring
	307.12
	61.43
	368.55

	5/12/25
	Technical surfaces
	97679
	Astro maintenance
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	1/12/25
	R H Chapman
	1428
	Christmas tree
	329.17
	65.83
	395.00

	6/11/25
	Chubb
	11198500
	Fire Ext maintenance
	121.05
	24.21
	145.26

	20/12/25
	Bradgate
	3498
	Grounds maintenance
	1665.00
	333.00
	1998.00





[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Salaries for November 2025 £7790.80 after deduction of tax and NI 
Salaries for December 2025 £7501.66 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for November 2025 £2838.21
Payment to HMRC for December 2025 £2628.12
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