[image: ]The Orchard Community Centre
Central Avenue Orchard Park Cambridge CB4 2EZ

Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan	Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 9 July 2025 at 19:00 

Attendees:           Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Oboloje, Cllr Hathorn, Cllr Kopanou
                           District Cllrs Martin Cahn and Sunita Hansraj
                           Clerk: Victoria McNeill


	25/44
	
	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
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	Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Hmeljak (working overseas) and District Cllr Rixon (engagement clash).

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
There were no interests declared.

Public Participation Session
(i) Mr Vincent Spehner from the Marmalade Lane co-housing community was welcomed to the meeting. Mr Spehner explained that Marmalade Lane were hoping to install 12 on-street planters outside the co-housing community on Topper Street and Graham Road. The community would build the structures which would contain a mixture of decorative plants and vegetables and include a self-watering system. 
Mr Spehner was looking for the Council’s support with the project. Cllr Hathorn offered to speak to Highways to see if approval was required and also to the Local Highways Improvement (LHI) Scheme officer to see if this could be included under the current bid as an on-street parking deterrent. 
Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Council was in support of the proposal.

(ii)  Mr Pranaav Shukla and a colleague presented a request from a group of Orchard Park’s young people for the Council to install a cricket net and playing surface on the recreation ground at Ring Fort Road. There was a group of around 20 keen cricketers who currently had to travel to Histon or Girton to practice cricket. 
Mr Shukla and his colleague were thanked for their excellent presentation.
Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and the Council agreed that the Clerk would explore the costings and feasibility of the proposal, the availability of funding, perhaps from SCDC’s Community Chest funding, and present her findings at the next meeting of the Council.
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	Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Oboloje, seconded by Cllr Chan and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council of 11 June 2025 be approved and signed. 


Reports from the County and District Councils
County Cllr Ros Hathorn presented the report of the County Council’s activities. She highlighted the work going on to resolve some of the guided busway issues. A public meeting was meant to be organised but hadn’t yet been scheduled.

Cllr Sunita Hansraj presented the report from the District Council. She highlighted the update on local government reorganisation and added that, in the light of impending changes, it would be wise to submit any grant applications as early as possible.

Planning and Highway Matters

Councillors considered the proposal to add the requested yellow lines outside L2 on Topper Street and in Spindle Close. 
Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed to add yellow lines for both those locations to the draft Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for yellow lines at Unwin Square, if the current LHI bid for yellow lines at Unwin Square was successful.

Finance Matters 


1. Cllr Chan proposed, Cllr Kopanou seconded and it was unanimously agreed that a sum of up to £1,000 from the budget for youth provision be made available for the free to access activities for young people planned for August.
1. Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the bank reconciliations for April and May 2025.
1. Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve payment of the invoices which are itemised at the foot of these Minutes.

Council Administration Matters

1. It was agreed that Councillors would submit to the Clerk by email prior to the deadline any comments they wished to make on the SCDC survey on the proposals for local government reorganisation.
1. Councillors considered the proposal from Aubergine Ltd to design, build and maintain a new website for the Council.
Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Oboloje seconded and it was unanimously agreed to accept Aubergine’s proposal and for the Clerk to proceed to work with Aubergine to deliver a new website for the Council.
1. Councillors discussed the current spate of antisocial behaviour taking place on Unwin Square, in particular young people deliberately spinning their bike wheels on the gravel in front of the two food stalls operating there. It was agreed that the Clerk would talk to the stallholders and look into deterrents such as the laying of an alternative surface such as grasscrete or the placing of bollards in the area.

Clerk’s Report
Councillors noted the Clerk’s Report.

Date of Next Meeting: 10 September 2025

Meeting Closed at 21.30.



Signature: 

Date: 



























Invoices

[bookmark: _Hlk187254878]Date         Company                Invoice No.          Details                                    Net              Vat    Total
18/6/25   Chubb                    11005978         Fire Alarm Optical Detector           154.50   30.90       185.40
6/5/25       “     “                     10936520         Fire Extinguisher maint.                  121.05   24.21       145.26
5/6/25       “      “                    10991834         Fire alarm service                             446.52   89.30       535.82  
5/6/25       “      “                    10991835         Emergency Lighting maint.             216.46   43.29       259.75
20/6/25   Bradgate                        2951         Grounds maintenance                   1665.00 333.00    1998.00
24/6/25      “      “                            3001         Chipping and mulching                    375.00  75.00       450.00
9/6/25      Huttie                        132192         Hot water issues – Sports                109.00  21.80       130.80
5/6/25      Technical Surfaces    93859          Astro maintenance                           400.00  80.00       480.00
10/6/25    Starboard Systems   10915          Scribe AGAR assistance                    149.00  29.80       178.80
28/5/25    Source for Business 224187        Water charges – Starr End                 48.69     0.00         48.69
29/5/25     “        “                       233278        Water charges – POS 4                     236.24     0.00       236.24
“  “              “        “                       233311        Water charges – POS 1                        48.95    0.00         48.95
30/5/25     “        “                       235751        Water charges – Sports                     338.19  67.64      405.83
2/6/25       “        “                       247348        Water charges – POS 2                        68.96    0.00         68.96
30/6/25    Grace Solutions         41438         IT support                                            190.72  38.14      228.86   
“   “             “       “                         41406         Telephone charges                                 1.03    0.21           1.24
1/7/25       “       “                         41626          Hosting and renewals                       271.68  54.34      326.02
30/6/25    James Todd                82267         Payroll                                                    63.00  12.60        75.60
2/7/25      CCL Supplies             205539         Cleaning Supplies                              276.17   55.23     331.40
9/7/25      Sunita Hansraj                                Fiesta Expenses-Tesco                          9.90     0.00          9.90
9/7/25      Victoria McNeill                                   Fiesta expenses- Tesco                    22.97    0.00         22.97
14/2/25    Screwfix                     2002168014     Paddle Lever                                      67.97  13.59        81.56
1/7/25       “     “                           2005356955     Cable ties, fab, socket set               63.20  12.64         75.84
28/5/25    Source for Business  6090224196     Water charges – POS 6                   88.38     0.00        88.38

Salaries for June 2025 £8064.69 after deduction of tax and NI
Payment to HMRC for June 2025 £2684.46
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