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                                                                                                                                                                   The Orchard Community Centre
Central Avenue
 Orchard Park
 Cambridge 
CB4 2EZ



Chairman: Cllr Andrew Chan	Vice-Chairman: Cllr Fred Oboloje

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 14 May 2025 at 19:00 

Attendees:           Cllr Chan (Chair), Cllr Oboloje, Cllr Sharma, Cllr Hmeljak, Cllr Hathorn, Cllr Meschini
                           District Cllrs Sunita Hansraj, Martin Cahn and James Rixon
                           Clerk: Victoria McNeill
Community Council staff members: Hayley Waters (General Manager), Gavin Duell (Ranger), Scott Newstead (Ranger and Administrative Assistant) and Natalie Newstead (Playgroup Coordinator).
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	Welcome from the Chair of the Community Council
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence
Election of the Chair of the Community Council
Cllr Andrew Chan was unanimously elected as Chair of the Community Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Election of Vice-Chair of the Community Council
Cllr Fred Oboloje was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair of the Community Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
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	To receive Councillors’ updated Registers of Financial and Other Interests
Updated Registers were received from Cllrs Chan, Hathorn and Hmeljak. No updated registers were received from Cllrs Sharma and Meschini as they would be standing down following the meeting. Cllr Oboloje would be delivering his updated Register to the Clerk directly.

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
There were no interests declared.

Public Participation Session
Ms Sophie Kopanou attended the meeting as a member of the public and expressed an interest in becoming a Community Councillor. The Chair welcomed her interest and asked the Clerk to provide Ms Kopanou with information on the role and responsibilities.

The Chair welcomed Rangers Gavin Duell and Scott Newstead, and Playgroup Coordinator Natalie Newstead, to the meeting. The Rangers reported on the work they were doing across the Orchard Park site. In particular, they highlighted the need for additional bins in the high litter areas of Topper Street and Newingham Crescent, problems with potholes at Newingham Crescent, and the danger presented by protruding tree roots across the whole site. 

The Playgroup Coordinator reported encouraging progress with the growing Playgroup. She requested authority to purchase some new toys for the group and some storage boxes

The Councillors thanked the staff for the improvements in the upkeep of the estate and for the progress being made with Playgroup. Cllr Hathorn asked that the protruding tree roots be reported to Highways as soon as possible and to let her know if the problem was not being addressed. Councillors asked the staff to submit their requests for new bins, toys and storage boxes to the Clerk for approval.
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	Approval of Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Oboloje, seconded by Cllr Sharma and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Confidential Minute relating to Agenda item 25/12 of the Meeting of the Community Council of 15 January 2025 be approved and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr Hmeljak, seconded by Cllr Sharma and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council of 12 March 2025 be approved and signed. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hathorn, seconded by Cllr Hmeljak and resolved by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the Annual Community Meeting on 19 April 2025 be approved and signed.

Reports from the County and District Councils

Cllr Hathorn presented the County Councillor’s May 2025 Report and Annual Report for 2024/25. This was her first report following the Liberal Democrats taking control of the County Council following the recent elections. She highlighted the issue of busway safety and antisocial behaviour. A meeting for Orchard Park residents to air their concerns would be arranged and Cllr Hathorn was giving some thought as to how best to get the residents engaged with the ongoing issues.

Cllr Rixon presented the District Councillors’ May 2025 Report and highlighted that the Zero Carbon Communities Grant was now open for applications. The Clerk was tasked with drawing up a list of sustainability-related ideas and circulating it to councillors for their comments.

Planning and Highway Matters

There were no new planning matters to consider.



Projects

(i) Councillors considered the Clerk’s report on the proposal to replace the existing tennis/netball courts with Padel courts, subject to consultation with local residents and planning permission being obtained.
Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Chan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to work exclusively with Padel United UK as the preferred supplier for a period of 3 months in moving ahead with the next phase of the proposal. They would be invited to attend the Fiesta as part of the consultation process.

(ii) The General Manager updated the Councillors on progress with obtaining designs and quotes from playground designers/suppliers for the three Play Parks owned by the Council. She shared the design ideas to date. Councillors commented that some shade e.g. a pergola or canopy over the seating areas would be worth considering. Also, a ‘story board’ showing some of the design ideas could be displayed at the Fiesta, to get some feedback from residents. The General Manager said that she hoped to bring worked-up proposals from three suppliers to the July Council meeting. Once a preferred supplier had been selected, grant funding for the Play Park refurbishments would be sought. For safety reasons, some surface patching repairs and equipment replacement would be necessary in the meantime.

The Councillors thanked the General Manager for her work to date on this project.

(iii) Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Sharma seconded and it was unanimously agreed to grant a licence to Mr Stephen Smith to run a plant stall on the Unwin Square Public Open Space on Saturdays.

(iv) Councillors asked the Clerk to summarise and circulate the residents’ feedback spreadsheet prepared by Cllr Sharma following the Annual Community Meeting. At the Summer Fiesta on 5 July, residents would be asked to prioritise the requests, to guide the Council’s strategy for improving Orchard Park for residents.

Finance Matters 

(i) With Cllrs Meschini and Sharma standing down, Councillors agreed that Unity Trust Bank would be requested to add Cllr Fred Oboloje to the list of Councillors appointed to authorise banking transactions. The Clerk would deliver the forms for completion to Cllr Oboloje’s home.

(ii) Cllr Hathorn proposed, Cllr Chan seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve retrospectively the decision to replace urgently the water heater in the men’s toilet.

(iii) Cllr Sharma proposed, Cllr Hathorn seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve the invoices which are itemised at the foot of these Minutes.

Council Administration Matters

(i) Councillors reviewed and approved the updated Financial Regulations and Standing Orders.
(ii) Councillors reviewed and approved the following updated documents and policies
· Register of Assets
· Risk Assessment Policy
· Retention of Documents Policy
· Data Protection Policy
· Code of Conduct
· Compliments and Complaints Policy
· Equal Opportunities Policy.


Clerk’s Report

Councillors noted the Clerk’s Report.

Date of Next Meeting: 11 June 2025, AGAR Meeting

Meeting Closed at 22.00



Signature: 

Date: 



Invoices

Date         Company                Invoice No.          Details                                    Net              Vat    Total
	                      
2/5/25    Team Medic           8884           First aid for Fiesta                           376.00          75.20       451.20
31/3/25  James Todd & Co 79886          Payroll                                                 60.00          12.00         72.00
30/4/25     “    “                     80686          “   “                                                       63.00          12.60         75.60
1/4/25  Grace Solutions      40834         IT support                                          285.23          57.06       342.29
31/3/25  “      “                      40715         IT support                                            62.14          12.42          74.56
1/5/25    “     “                       41085         IT support                                          284.42          56.90        341.32
30/4/25  “    “                       40984          IT support                                          120.24          24.04       144.28
1/5/25 V McNeill                                      Expenses  (Nov-May)                      658.80            0.00        658.80          
3/4/25 A Chan                                          Gardening group tools                      13.32             2.67         15.99       
7/5/25 Janis Izmailovskis                        Wing Mirror                                      362.50          72.50       435.00
15/4/25 Tabassum Syeda                        S137 Grant for Eid celebrations   250.00            0.00        250.00
14/3/25 Huttie                      129825      Control Panel (Comm Centre)       519.35        103.87        623.22
“     “        “    “                        129824       Control Panel (Sports)                    519.35        103.87        623.22
20/2/25  “    “                        129783       Plumbing call -out                           235.00          47.00        282.00
25/4/25  “    “                        130461       Toilet repairs                                    135.00          27.00        162.00
28/4/25   “   “                        130991       Plumbing call-out                            149.00          29.80        178.80
6/5/25     “   “                        131352       Water Heater 50% deposit            507.00        101.40        608.40
6/3/25    “    “                        129748       Plug socket replacement               116.35           23.27        139.62
26/3/25 Valuation office250000092632024 Valuation Play Parks           1000.00        200.00      1200.00
2/5/25   “    “                      25000004942025   “      “                                       600.00        120.00        720.00
29/4/25 Ashtons KCJ            127927        Land reg Searches                         307.00          55.40        362.40
4/4/25  CAPALC                         5201        Affiliation fee                                  650.01           0.00         650.01
10/4/25  RC Groundworks       1191       Tree protection                               154.00           0.00        154.00
8/3/25   “    “                              1344        Notice board installation              100.00           0.00        100.00
13/3/25 CCL Supplies          201503        Cleaning supplies                                5.35           1.07            6.42
21/3/25   “    “                       201849        “         “                                                  4.85           0.97            5.82
10/3/25  Olivian Face Paint    0002          Fiesta face painting                      350.00           0.00        350.00
11/3/25 Ben Burgess           783300         Electric Buggy                              7192.00     1438.00     8630.00
10/3/25 PHS Group       71211733          Sanitary Waste collection             408.96         81.79        490.75
21/3/25 Kelly Blackburn         229           First aid training                             160.00           0.00         160.00
20/4/25 Bradgate                  2792           Grounds maintenance                 1665.00      333.00      1998.00
20/3/25  “    “                          2721             “         “                                          1665.00      333.00      1998.00
22/4/25  Konica Minolta 1204170489   Printer/copier costs                       167.31         33.46        200.77
23/4/25  “    “                    1204178706    “     “                                                   66.63         13.33          79.96
11/4/25  “    “                    Various             “      “                                                    7.74           1.55             9.29
4/4/25  Technical Surfaces   92725         Astro maintenance                       400.00         80.00         480.00
10/4/25 Splash and Dash     010/77        Graffiti Project                               420.00           0.00         420.00                       

Salaries for March 2025 £7752.06
Salaries for April 2025 £8158.37
Payment to HMRC for March 2025 £2481.76
Payment to HMRC for April 2025 £2701.08
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